THE HSC HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

Health Services for Children
with Special Needs, Inc.

October 21, 2022

Re: HSCSN ABA (Applied Behavior Analysis) Billing Codes Change

Dear HSCSN Providers,

Effective October 1, 2022, Health Services for Children with Special Needs, Inc. (HSCSN)
implemented billing codes 97151, 97153, and 97155 related to Applied Behavior Analysis
(ABA) Therapy. These code changes do not apply to services performed and/or billed under
the Early Intervention Program (EI). In a previous communication, you were advised that the
ABA billing codes in your current contract are to be deleted and replaced with the following
codes:

e HO0O03L1 is replaced with 97151 (Behavior Identification Assessment, administered by
a Physician or other QHP, each 15 minutes of the Physician's or other QHP's time
face-to face with patient, and/or guardian(s).

e« H2019 HN is replaced with 97153 (Adaptive Behavior Treatment by protocol,
administered by Technician under the direction of a Physician or other QHP, face-to
face with one patient, each 15 minutes).

e« H2019 HO is replaced with 97155 (Adaptive Behavior Treatment, with protocol
modification, administered by physician or other QHP, which includes simultaneous
direction of Technician, face-to-face with one patient, each 15 minutes).

o Telehealth is covered using 97153 or 97155. UM authorizations will not include the
GT modifier on authorization letters; however, providers are required to submit
claims using the GT modifier when billing for approved telehealth services.

e 97155 is only authorized for direct treatment by a BCBA (Board Certified Behavioral
Analyst).

e 97155 and 97153 cannot be billed at the same time.

« Supervision will not be authorized separately.

« HSCSN will initially authorize eight (8) units of 97151 for an evaluation to the
identified ABA Provider. If during the initial evaluation by the ABA Provider it is
determined that additional units of 97151 are needed, a request must be submitted
to HSCSN’s Utilization Management Department via UMrequests@hschealth.org or
202-721-7190.

e 97151 is not included with re-authorization and shall be authorized when an initial
evaluation is needed.
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There is no change to the requirement of prior authorization submissions and/or approval
for ABA assessment and/or treatment. All requests should include information and/or
medical necessity documentation for any initial and/or additional units requested. To prevent
any potential denial of claims, please ensure there is an authorization before providing
additional hours of evaluation or providing ongoing ABA therapy.

To prevent avoidable administrative denials, please ensure your teams are submitting
claims using the correct code(s) and/or have approved authorizations with the current codes,
prior to rendering any service. Should you have any additional questions, please reach out
to your assigned Provider Relations Representative.

Sincerely,

)

Charisse F. Vickerie, MSW
Manager, Provider Relations
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For more information visit www.hscsnhealthplan.org.
For reasonable accommodations please call (202) 467-2737.

If you do not speak and/or read English, please call 202-467-2737 between 7:00 a.m.
and 5:30 p.m. A representative will assist you. English.

Si no habla o lee inglés, llame al 202-467-2737 entre las 7:00 a.m. y las 5:30 p.m.
Un representante se complacera en asistirle. Spanish.

RATTZAHIE 1% 0097CT 91NN RO9LFN hUPT h MLk 7:00 A%+ hhh ¢ 5:30 NA- ZH Nhdh £TC
202-467-2737 100v8.0A h(2F 99771 T+ 2FAN:: Amharic.

Néu ban khong ndi va/hoac doc tiéng Anh, xin goi 202-467-2737 tir 7 gi& 00 sang
den 5 gi& 30 chieu. Sé c6 nguwdi dai dién giup ban. Viethamese.
IR AEAREE AN/ A RER B REE |, LA 7:00 2 T4 5:30 Z[Hifh (202) 467-
2737 {T7EqE, FfME AR FE B, Traditional Chinese.
GO = ot E ROIAIALE SO E AHX| RotA = B8R, 2T 7A| 0020 M 2F 5A| 302
AtO[Of| (202) 467-2737H 22 HMats FA|7| HHEfL|CH BT & 0| Q= EIL|Ct Korean.

Si vous ne parlez pas ou lisez I'anglais, s'il vous plait appeller 202-467-2737
entre 7:00 du matin et 5:30 du soir. Un représentant vous aidera. French.

Kung hindi ka nagsasalita ng Ingles o hindi marunong magbasa ng Ingles, tumawag sa
202-467-2737 mula 7:00 hanggang 17:30. Tutulungan ka ng isang kinatawan. Tagalog.

Ecnu Bbl HE rOBOPUTE MO-aHIMMACKM UM HE YMTAETe NO-aHIMNNCKX, 3BOHUTE MO HOMEpPY
202-467-2737 ¢ 7:00 po 17:30. Npeacrasutens NomMoxeT BaM. Russian.

Se vocé nao fala inglés ou € inglés, ligue para 202-467-2737 entre as 7:00 e 17:30.
Um representante ird ajuda-lo. Portuguese.

Se non parli inglese o non leggi inglese, chiama 202-467-2737 dalle 7:00 alle 17:30.
Un rappresentante ti aiutera. Italian.
foo fm Becadt A1 e A SeCle Al CoAB, 202-467-2737 I 4 7:00
@F 17:30 *~@ | 93w 2fffoqy S=ite A2 97| Bengali.

Wenn Sie kein Englisch sprechen oder kein Englisch lesen, rufen Sie die Nummer
202-467-2737 von 7:00 bis 17:30 an. Ein Vertreter wird lhnen helfen. German.
mnamiﬁwmmmﬁanquw%a”l:iémmmﬁmqﬂm 202-467-2737 swua 7:00 &9

17:30 u. sunuzalanns Thai.
REERFEESBVY, REEZZEFBEVIBEE, 7:0017:30 (2202-467-2737CBFEL TS EE L\,
BEENFBFEVLET, Japanese.
O buru na i naghi asu ma o bu agu oyibo, biko kpoo 202-467-2737 ihe dika oge elekere asaa nke ututu (7:00
a.m) ruo na elekere ise na okara nke mgbede (5:30 p.m). Onye nnochiteanya ga enyere gi aka. lgbo
Ti 6 ba jé pé o kii so pelu/abi ka edé Geési, jowo pe 202-467-2737 laarin aago meje owurd si marun abo
irolé (7am-5:30pm). Asoju kan yoo6 ran ¢ I6wo. Yoruba
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This program is funded in part by the Government of the District of Columbia
Department of Health Care Finance.

HSCSN complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.
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